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ElainE WEbstEr 

so to speak

Out in the world

 the dogs are barking at each other.

Will I also bark?

Or shall I whisper, 

as a swan does in her heart when

she finds in the muddy lake-bed

 that lost thing

and, carrying it in her beak, 

breaks clear of the water,

 stretching all her being into flight.
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